My Baccalaureate E xercises READING 10-A2—-R

[1] Bill Gates was born on October 28, 1955, in a family having rich business, political, and community
service background. His grandfather was vice president of National Bank and his father was a lawyer. Bill
strongly believes in hard work. He also believes that if you are intelligent and know how to apply your
intelligence, you can achieve anything. From childhood, Bill was intelligent, ambitious, and competitive.
These qualities helped him to attain top positions in the profession he chose. In school, he had an excellent
record in mathematics and science.

[2] Bill's parents noticed their son's intelligence and decided to send him to a private outstanding school,
where he was first introduced to a computer. It was a very important decision in Bill"s life. Bill and his
friends were very much interested in computers and formed the "Programmers Group" in late 1968. In the
next year, they got their first opportunity in Information Sciences Company where they were selected as
programmers. So, they started making money although they were still students.

[3] Bill and his close friend Paul Allen started a new company of their own named Traf-O-Data. They
designed a small computer to measure traffic density. From this project, they earned around $20,000. In
1973, he left home for Harvard University. There, he almost forgot about the world of computers because he
spent many nights studying one of the toughest mathematics courses.

[4] Bill and his friend Paul remained in close contact even though they were away from each other. They
would often discuss new ideas for future projects and the possibility of starting a business one day. At the
end of Bill's first year at the university, Paul came close to him so that they could work on some of their
ideas. That summer, Paul kept on pushing Bill for opening a new software company.

[5] Within a year, Bill dropped out of Harvard. Then, he formed Microsoft. Bill's vision is: "A computer on
every desk and Microsoft software on every computer". Bill is a visionary person and works very hard to
fulfill his vision. His belief in high intelligence and hard work has put him where he is today. Microsoft is
good competition for other software companies and Bill will continue to crash his competitors. His powerful
beliefs have helped him increase his wealth and his monopoly in the industry.

[6] Bill is not a greedy person. In fact, he is quite a giving person when it comes to computers, the Internet,
and any kind of funding. He visited Chicago's Einstein Elementary School and donated a total of $110,000.
He offered computers and provided internet connectivity to many schools. Also, Bill donated $38 million for
the building of a computer institute at Stanford University. Bill plans to give away 95% of all his earnings
when he is old and grey

A.ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY. (3 pts)

1. Bill was good at science subjects.

2. Bill neglected working on the computer when he was in Harvard.
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3. Bill graduated from Harvard University.

B.ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. (3 pts)
1. Where did Bill first use a computer?

2. Who encouraged Bill to open a new software company?
3. How did Bill help Stanford University?

C.CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER FROM THE LIST GIVEN. (2 pts, 0.5 pt each)

Tick four qualities that best describe Bill Gates.

helpful hesitant hard-working

greedy competitive wealthy

D. PICK OUT FROM THE TEXT SENTENCES OR PHRASES WHICH SHOW THAT: (3 pts)

1. Bill comes from an educated family background.

2. Microsoft was not the first company Bill and Paul set up.
3. Bill's view of the future is that everybody can have a computer with a Microsoft programme.

E. FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS THAT MEAN THE SAME AS: (3 pts)

1. excellent (paragraph 2) ...........c.ocoiiiiiiiinn,
2. computer programme (paragraph 3) ...........coooiiii.
3. achieve (paragraph4) ..........c..coiiiiiinnnn.

F. WHAT IS THE WRITER’S PURPOSE? TICK ONE ANSWER. (1 pt)

a. To tell the readers about Bill"s university results.

b. To inform the readers about Bill"s success story. The right answer is: ...................
c. To explain Bill"s relationship with his grandfather.

d. To give an opinion about Bill“s Microsoft Company.

MyTeacherNabil.com 2
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A.FILL IN EACH GAP WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORD FROM THE LIST. (2 pts)

brain - go - take - equal - make - health - sense - turn

I. Whenever you .........coovvvvviiinnnnnnnn. through a crisis, remember to talk to your best friends.
2. Myunclehasagood ..........c..coooeiiiiiiin. of humor; he always tells jokes.

3. All children should have .......................ooe opportunities to be educated.

4. The World Football Cup will ................ooviiiin.. place in South Africa soon.

B. MATCH EACH STATEMENT WITH ITS APPROPRIATE FUNCTION. (4 pts)

Statements Functions

1. As aresult of global warming, the world climate has changed considerably.  a.purpose

2. A lot of people get in touch with associations in order to receive help. b.cause and effect
3. Although Nancy went on a strict diet, she didn't lose weight. c.opinion

4. As far as ['m concerned, the Internet is very useful. d.concession
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C. CORRECT THE UNDERLINED MISTAKES. (3 pts)
1. The boy has been working on the computer since three hours.

D. GIVE THE CORRECT FORM OF THE WORDS BETWEEN BRACKETS. (2 pts)
I. NGOsreceive (fINance) ......ovvvevueeiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiieennann help depending on their activities.
2. “Ididn’t order all these tables; it was just a (misunderstand) ...................cooiviiiiiiiiininn...

The secretary said.
E.PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE. (4 pts)

1. After Nabil (retire) .........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiinnne.n. from work, he moved to the countryside.
2. The heavy rainfalls (damage) ...........ccccovviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn.. a lot of roads last December.
3. Istayed at home all afternoon last Sunday. If I had known about the concert, I (attend)...........

&

ITwish T (nOt MisS) ..ovvvvvniieiiiiiiiiienieennees my friend"s wedding; he was really disappointed.
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WRITING (10 POINTS)
People in your area complain about problems of the environment.

Write an article for “Environment” magazine to explain the problems in your city, town or village and
suggest solutions to solve them. (Approximately 300 words)
These cues may help you:

e problems of the environment in your area - causes of these problems

*  consequences of these problems. - solutions - ...etc.
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KEY AND MARKING SCALE

Baccalaureate English National Exam Arts July 2010 - Accept any appropriate answer not mentioned in this key.

I. COMPREHENSION (15 POINTS)

A. Are these sentences true or false? Justify. (3 pts)
1. True. “In school, he had an excellent record in mathematics and science.” (paragraph 1)
2. True. “There, he almost forgot about the world of computers because he spent many nights studying one of the toughest
mathematics courses.” (paragraph 3)
3. False. “Within a year, Bill dropped out of Harvard.” (paragraph 5)
B. Answer these questions. (3 pts)
1. At the private school his parents sent him to.
2. His friend Paul Allen.
3. He donated $38 million for the building of a computer institute.
C. Choose the right answers from the list given. (2 pts) helpful, hard-working, competitive, wealthy (he is not hesitant or greedy).
D. Pick out from the text sentences or phrases which show that: (3 pts)
1. “His grandfather was vice president of National Bank and his father was a lawyer.”
2. “Bill and his close friend Paul Allen started a new company of their own named Traf-O-Data.”
3. “A computer on every desk and Microsoft software on every computer.”
E. Find in the text words that mean the same as: (3 pts)
1. outstanding
2. software
3. attain (paragraph 1) / fulfill (paragraph 5)
F. What is the writer’s purpose? Tick one answer. (1pt) b. To inform the readers about Bill's success story.

Il. LANGUAGE (15 POINTS)
A.Fill in each gap with the appropriate word from the list. (2 pts)
1.go
2.sense
3. equal
4. take
B. Match each statement with its appropriate function. (4 pts)
1. cause and effect
2. purpose
3. concession
4. opinion
C. Correct the underlined mistakes. (3 pts)
1. for three hours (for + a period, since + a starting point).
2. which (or that): we use which for things.
3. laughing: stop + -ing.
D. Give the correct form of the words between brackets. (2 pts)
1. financial
2. misunderstanding
E. Put the verbs between brackets in the correct tense. (4 pts)
1. had retired
2. damaged
3. would have attended
4. hadn't missed

lll. WRITING (10 POINTS)

Model answers (any appropriate answer is accepted)

Model answer: Protecting the Environment of Our Town People in my town complain about several environmental problems. In
this article | will explain them and suggest some solutions. The first problem is waste. Many people throw their rubbish in the
streets and near the river because there are not enough bins. As a result, the town looks dirty, and the river is polluted. The
second problem is air pollution, caused by old cars and by the smoke of factories, which makes many childreniill.

Another problem is the lack of green spaces: trees are cut down to build houses. To solve these problems, the municipality should
put more bins in the streets and organize regular collection of rubbish. Factories must install filters, and old vehicles should be
controlled. Finally, we should plant trees and organize clean-up campaigns in schools and neighborhoods. If everyone makes an
effort, our town can become cleaner and healthier.



